dissertation, undertakes an analysis of the sixty or so consulting psychiatrists (beratende Psychiater) who advised military-medical authorities about a range of psychiatric and neurological illnesses during the Second World War. These doctors were, for the most part, university psychiatry professors whom the Wehrmacht enlisted at the beginning of the war, most were born in the decades surrounding the turn of the century, had served in the First World War and had been propelled into political conservatism by the Revolution of 1918/19. Based on a meticulous survey of their official reports and correspondence though neglecting the voluminous published medical literature-the study covers the consulting psychiatrists' ongoing discussions of the etiological, diagnostic and therapeutic dimensions of the conditions they most frequently observed. Berger combines this with a biographical and institutional analysis of this medical cohort, which he locates politically and generationally in Germany's medical and military landscape.
Berger concludes that, with few exceptions, these psychiatrists showed less concern for the welfare of individual patients than with Germany's military needs. Roughly one-third of the sixty were Nazi Party members, several had joined the SS and five were directly involved in the Nazis' murder of the mentally ill. The letters are lightly edited some explanatory material has been inserted identifying key events and figures, but they remain largely untouched. They cover personal and domestic matters that one would expect from a young couple in love and forced apart by the war, but there is also much discussion about science-articles from the biomedical press and the medical books they are both reading are regularly dissected, and gossip and news about medical colleagues, mainly from University College Hospital where they both qualified, permeate the letters. 
